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ing bills upon discharge from the hospital. It is well to be ready at all 
times to receive money when it is offered, be it Sunday or holiday, 
day or night, it may not be offered again. Receipts should be given, 
that mistakes may be obviated. In all efforts for the dispensation of 
charity, care must be taken that it is no less than charity and that it 
is not an encouragement of those members of society who are on the 
qui vive to get something for nothing. 

The method of caring for hospital expenses and of paying the bills 
thus incurred is another phase of the subject and will be treated later. 



WE WANT WAR! 



Soon the south winds will rout old Boreas in their seasonal fight. 
The smile of vernal sunshine will warm the earth. Spring rains will 
wash the face of Nature, and the young year will don its dress of green 
and beckon to the dance of all outdoors. What then? Mr. and Mrs. 
Fly, wintering with some hundreds of careless householders, will re- 
spond early to the invitation, of course. They will sally forth to hunt 
a rich manure pile or garbage accumulation or heap of rotten refuse. 
Mrs. Fly will lay about two thousand eggs in one of these choice spots. 
In a few days, as many maggots will hatch and worm into the ground 
for the pupa stage. Ten days later, young flies will emerge, ready for 
business. This whole cycle will require only about fifteen days. And 
then the city will be abuzz with diptera of the special order of muscado- 
mestica, the hostile, heinous house fly. The fly is the nastiest insect ex- 
tant. It breeds in filth, eats it, walks in it, bathes in it, rejoices in it. 
This would be right enough if it did not also love to associate with re- 
spectable humans. 

It enters the palace and the hovel, the hospital and the church, with- 
out knocking and without changing its clothes or its bad manners. It 
is no respecter of premises or persons. . . . The tale of its crimes 
against humanity will never be told. The deaths it has caused are 
credited to the germs it carries to the patient, while it, the real criminal 
escapes. Typhoid, tuberculosis, dysentery, infantile diarrhea, diphtheria, 
smallpox, scarlet fever and various other infections may be carried by 
it from man to man. Get very busy then, oh man and woman and child ! 
Put those screens on doors and windows early. Clean up the back yard 
and keep it so. Watch your neighborhood for nuisances of a fly-breed- 
ing sort, and report the violation. Get ready your swatters, and keep 
them in action until frost and snow have closed the fly season. A few 
dollars appropriated for screens, fly paper, poison and swatters will 
build a big bank account of household health, comfort and self-respect. — 
By A. M. Corwin, M.D., in the Public Health Report of the Michigan 
State Board of Health. 



